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Going Dulch

There's a change afoot in the Dutch
interior design world, as a new
group of creatives redefine how

a home can (and should) look

FEATURE Ellen Finch

nour weekly review of homes pitched to Livingete,
we've noticed something interesting. Many of the

most playful_pattern-filled and fas ingschemes
we've seen are situated in the Netherlands. It felt like a
departure from what we'd typically think of as *Dutch
design” - muted, minimalist, restrained - and had us
keepingaleen eve out for more projects from this relatively
small European country. And it seems it's a shift that the

designers have noticed themselves.

‘Dutchdesi
this thread per
design scene has become much more interesting and has

ners tend to be modest and unshowy, and

=, but over the last decade the interior

developed innotable ways,says Nicole Dohmen, owner of
interior design studio Atelier
ND. ‘We're seeing many
designers embrace bolder

visible across the scene. from
Design Academy Eindhoven
at Alcova to Dutch designers
at Rossana Orlandi and
various Dutch events.
‘Twould say Dutchinterior design today is guite fluid,
adds Michelle Jager, co-founder of interior design studio
Even Eleven. "While there is still a foundation rooted in
clarity. functionality and a connection to architecture, it
has become much more lavered. There is greater openness
to combining styles, materials and historical references,
while still maintaining a gense of balance. Minimalism is
still present. but Dutch design is also about warmth and

livingete.com

liveahility. There is often a quiet richness beneath the restraint. seenin
materials, subtle colouruse and attention to detail.”

There is a practicality to Dutch design compared to some of its
European neighbours. *In the Netherlands, people value practical
things, like a well-designed wardrobe.” says PPascale Toth, Chef de
Bureau at Stock Dutch Design. “Inlarger homes. theyre more likely to
choose a beautiful laundry room over a gym, which vou can find on
almost every street corner here. People who live in more rural or
wooded areas often like to have amudroom. Those living in the city
want to make the most of their square metres, so layvout and
funetionality tend to take priority over design.’

Allthese designers noted the ever more globalised nature of decor

thanks to zocial media algorithms, we're all seeing the same things.
But they also name-checked the Netherlands' strong pool of creatives.
“The quality of Dutch design is high: for a small country, we have a lotof
1
look to brands and makerslike Dirk van der Kooij, who crafts furniture

na Wiegman, founder of Derkina Interior Desi

talent, says Derk

from recycled materials suchas kitchen appliances, and Floris Wubben,
whomakes really cool ceramic tables and objects. The tables by Moldko
Amsterdamare inspiredby Japanese craftsmanship. Ilove that we have
somany designers who create furniture that is both a work of art and
practical touse_justas Draga & Aurel doin Italy!

srand. of Lagrand Interior Design, playfulness iskey
to Dutch design. “‘However. it's important to us to find the balance

For Linda L

between plaviulness and serenity, she savs. “Welikeitwhendesigncan

spark asmile, but also offer a sense of peace when you come into your
home. In Milan this year, she could relate less to what she saw as avibe
shift - “lots of steel combined with stones, quite hard materials and

shapes’ - butis excited by one material

in particular. “We saw a lot of glass:

MANY OF THE MOST PLAYFUL, colourful glass, bubbled glass, glass
colourand amixing of styles. PATTERN-FILLED AND
At Milan, Dutch design was EASCINATING SCHEMES ARE

as artwork. I think these different
approaches to the material will
become more and more popular.”

SITUATED IN THE NETHERLANDS Eachof the designers we spoke to

shares a sense that a good interior

scheme is based on craftsmanship.

halance and having fun. ‘Start with
simplicity and quality: focus on good materials, a calmand balanced
colour palette. and a strong connection between architecture and
interior.” says Michelle. "Then add warmth through texture, textiles
and carefully chosen details. And perhaps mostimportantly: don’t take
design too seriously! Even the most refined interiors benefit froma bit
of plavfulness and a subtle wink. A space should feel considered, but
never precious. Alittle surprise, anunexpected detail oramix thatisn't
“perfect” inarigid way often makes it feel more alive and human.”
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ATELIER ND INTERIOR

We turn to Atelier ND Interior, based in
Amsterdam, for the studio's personality-
filled schemes. ‘| enjoy the idea that a
heuse is a shared asset - something you
live in and care for, and that you maintain
for future inhabitants, even when it is
yours,' says founder Micole Dohmen. ‘In
additien te our architectural heritage, |
draw an Dutch paint brands, garden and
flower suppliers and fine ceramics.”

This scheme is a perfect axample of
the studio's approach. ‘It features a
refined stucco finish that gives the walls
real depth; it's produced by a Dutch
brand. | like the colour combinations, with
contrast heightened by a lava-stone table
by B&B Italia. | love statement pieces and
rich colours used in a sophisticated way.
The lighting is a bold choice, filling the
lofty ceiling and creating a more intimate
atmosphere around the dining area.”
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