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Design studio Even Eleven bring warmth
and harmony to amonochromatic house in
the south of the Netherlands, working with
the flair of a young, creative family.

The vintage armchairs with

hide leather seats are by AtKris
Studio, the rug and coffee
table from Dusty Deco, a side
table from Serax. On the edge
of the coffee table, a ceramic
art piece by Floor Merjenburgh
from Newhouse Gallery. Sofa
from Dutch brand Table du Sud,
the floor lamp from Westwing
next to it was given a lampshade
in fabric from Larsen Fabrics.
The linen curtains from Designs
of the Time add softness to

the room; walls and ceiling

are painted Templeton Pink by
Farrow & Ball.
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French doors open from
the kitchen onto the
backyard and patio.

Michelle Jager - van 't

Hof, owner and designer
at Even Eleven.
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"By immersing ourselves in

'~ the surrounding environment
and understanding how

= inhabitants live, the design

- oradually unfolds, revealing
its truc potential.

Michelle Jager-van 't Hof — Even Eleven

Cushions from Soho Home.
Staircase painted in Brinjal

by Farrow & Ball.

Stair runner from Studio Jantien.
Floor lamp in hall from Westwing
with lampshade in Larsen Fabrics.
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house with a thatched roof on a winding road, tucked among

tall trees on the outskirts of a small town. At first glance, it
seems like something from a fairytale. But inside, the charm fades:
monochrome rooms, beautiful but cold, waiting for someone to
bring them to life. That someone turned out to be a couple; she
runs a chain of health-focused cafés, he owns a high-end fashion
store. With a young son and another child on the way, they saw the
house as the perfect place to grow their family. They knew exact-
ly what they wanted: a home with softness and flow, a space that
felt like them. To turn this vision into reality, the couple called in
Even Eleven, the Bussum-based studio led by Michelle Jager-van 't
Hof and Pieter Jager. Design begins with an atmosphere, but true
magic happens when a space comes alive through the beauty of
imperfection, says Jager-van 't Hof.

For this project, I sought a delicate balance between cherished
possessions and new handcrafted materials (like the artisanal zel-
lige tiles), blending the old with the new, especially the depth of
vintage charm. It’s the imperfections in these materials that bring
life to aroom.

The designer chose not to gut the house, but to listen; not
just to the owners, but also the structure, and the details worth
keeping. ‘For this project, we sought a balance between cherished
possessions and new handcrafted materials, adds Jager-van 't
Hof. ‘The imperfections in these materials bring life to a room. As
such, they preserved the layout and key elements like the kitchen
island and bathroom basins, layering warmth and character over
what was already there. Walking through the house, the shift is
immediately apparent. In the hallway, bold Kelly Wearstler wall-
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Mirror from Dusty
Deco. The Hex
wallpaper by Kelly
Wearstler in Aura can
be seen throughit.

paper lines the walls, and the once-black staircase is reborn in
red, fitted with a new runner. In the kitchen, the existing island is
topped with expressive marble and edged in brass. Painted a deep
claret, it scans more like sculpture than fixture.

Next to it, the dining area slows the pace. An organic-shaped
table gathers vintage wooden chairs, their original hairy uphol-
stery left intact. At the far end, the gas fireplace — once just there —
now holds its ground through a newly tiled backdrop and flanked
by custom brass cabinets that fit easily into the living space.
Throughout, the approach is measured. The original black wood-
en blinds remain but are softened by curtains. In the living room,
the palette deepens, textures thicken, and bespoke cabinetry re-
sizes the space to a more intimate scale.

Upstairs, the main bedroom leans into calm, its custom-made
wardrobes leading to a spacious bathroom. Here, too, the instinct
was to open up rather than replace: the walk-in shower once had
a narrow side entrance, but is now reworked with new tiles and
front-facing doors, the counter repainted in the same dark red
that’s threaded throughout the home, the original bathtub left in
place. ‘The real challenge lies in embracing the existing elements
and adding character to a space through layering — used materi-
als are fantastic for this, as is vintage furniture, says Jager-van 't
Hof. “Those imperfections create a comfortable atmosphere, one
where life is not just lived but welcomed.

Works by Dutch artists such as Matthew van Liessum, Sanne
Terweij, and Mickey Philips further bring an unmistakable pulse
to the rooms; the house no longer stands in monochrome silence,
but hums with the daily life it was waiting for.
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