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	 A desire for change has been ingrained in Michelle Jager-van ’t Hof  
since a young age. As a child, she moved home several times, both within the 
same village and to different cities. With every move, Michelle loved turning 
her new room into a warm, cosy place, without realising that she was laying 
the foundation for her future career. “I understand better than anyone how  
important a safe and comfortable home is. At the same time, I inherited a  
desire for innovation from my parents. Every project I take on is unique and 
distinctive – I don’t like too much repetition or predictability.”

	 The name of her studio, Even Eleven Interior Design, has a story behind 
it. Together with her husband and business partner Pieter Jager, Michelle was 
inspired by their first home outside Amsterdam: a house in Bussum – number 
eleven on their street – which they completely renovated themselves. “One key 
feature of our style is playing with contrasts: hard materials combined with soft 
fabrics, clean lines versus organic shapes. We often balance an explosion of  
colour with black-and-white accents, or greyish tones with a bright pop of  
colour for a surprising effect. That balance between opposites is also reflected in  
our company name.” The creation of their studio resulted from a unique  
combination of circumstances. At the same time that Pieter left behind his  
career in the corporate world, Michelle retrained as an interior designer. In 2019, 
they took a brave step: they left for South Africa for four months with their  
children. There, surrounded by the peace and inspiration of nature, the idea  
for Even Eleven was born.
	 Although working with your partner is often ill-advised, Michelle  
actually sees it as a great advantage. “We know each other inside and out, and we 
speak our minds. Pieter and I also each have our own role: I’m the designer, he is  
responsible for everything else. We have a team with another interior designer 
and a technical designer, which means we don’t constantly work together. Still, 
I often ask Pieter for his opinion on a design – I know I’ll get an honest answer.”
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Michelle Jager Creates 
Family Homes where Playful 

Contrasts meet Surprising 
Juxtapositions
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right — Geometric forms are 
combined with organic  
shapes to create a softer effect.
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	 Michelle describes her approach as bespoke, with an eye for detail.  
“Our clients often have a distinctive style and love colour. We encourage them 
to go a step further and make a real statement. When designing a space, I  
decide what I want the eye to be drawn to first. For example, I often combine a  
modern item with a vintage piece.” Michelle likes working with a monochromatic 
colour palette, with the same shade for the walls, ceilings and skirting boards.  
This creates harmony, with room for special pieces and playfulness. “A design 
shouldn’t be too serious. It also requires a bit of boldness. Every project is a  
chance to push boundaries. That’s why it’s important to always stay curious.  
I follow my intuition: what makes me happy? At the same time, I look for balance 
between repetition and variation. For example, if I use a geometric pattern in a 
rug, I subtly bring it back in the curtains. I add organic shapes to soften the whole.”
	 In her own home, she has played around with wavy lines, which are  
visible everywhere: from the backrest of a window seat to the stair spindles,  
mirrors and the headboard of the bed. This creates a rhythm that still brings  
unity, despite different colours in each room.

I follow my 
intuition:  
what makes  
me happy?
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on this page — A monochromatic 
colour palette forms the foundation, 
with room for playfulness and  
surprising pops of colour.
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The interplay 
of contrast 
and repetition 
brings rhythm 
to a space.

left — Earthy tones, combined 
with soft fabrics, create a warm 
and inviting atmosphere in this 
restaurant in Bussum.

	 One highlight in Michelle’s career was designing a restaurant in Bussum, 
where she combined earthy tones like ochre yellow and coral at the bar with soft 
fabrics to create a warm and inviting atmosphere. This project has whetted her 
appetite for more. She dreams of one day designing a boutique hotel or lodge  
in South Africa or Bali, where interior and nature seamlessly come together.  
Michelle and her team often design complete interior projects, starting with a  
blank canvas. In each design, they apply bespoke elements, such as built-in  
wardrobes, a unique dining table or a cocktail bar. Collaborations with Dutch  
companies have led to their own line of tables and rugs, and they are currently 
working on a sofa design. “The Netherlands has so much beautiful design to offer, 
and we should  be really proud of it. You can make a statement with a beautiful 
piece of design furniture as a centrepiece. By the wavy sofa under the window,  
for example, we’ve placed a chair by Dirk van der Kooij and a stool by Floris  
Wubben at a red vintage table. These kinds of pieces blur the boundary between 
design objects and art.”
	 Sometimes, Michelle takes her clients on trips to art fairs, design shops 
and vintage stores in search of hidden gems. These excursions not only lead to 
unique finds, but also strengthen the bond between them. She recently visited 
a small supplier of marble with a client. There, they came across a shell-shaped 
marble fountain, reminiscent of those in hammams. “Having something like this 
custom-made by a stone supplier would be incredibly costly. This client now has a 
stunning statement piece for their toilet for just a fraction of the price.” 		
	 Michelle also loves it when clients bring their own collection of  
treasured objects. Another design project close to her heart was for a family 
in Wassenaar who had lived abroad for 20 years. From Asia to America, they  
had amassed  various items during their travels, each with a unique story. For 
example, a vuvuzela reminded them of the time they lived in South Africa  
during the 2010 World Cup. In the living room, Michelle designed a shelving  
unit with one long compartment where this iconic souvenir would fit  
perfectly, and an Asian mask was given a prominent place on the wall. In the son’s 
room, Michelle mounted his ice hockey helmets on a group of hooks, creating a  
sculpture-like effect. “That’s how the interior tells the personal stories of the  
residents,” concludes Michelle. Another cherished  object was a painting of a  
plate of fries with mayonnaise, which the family had taken everywhere with them 
over the years because it reminded them of home. Now, it has a central place  
in the dining area, as if lovingly saying ‘Welcome home’.
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After completing her studies in communication science, Michelle Jager-van ‘t Hof (1987) worked at various advertising and 
PR agencies. However, as her work became increasingly less creative, she decided to change course and pursued a degree 
in interior design. Around the same time, her husband Pieter left the corporate world. The couple decided to follow their 
dream and spent four months in South Africa in 2019, where the idea for Even Eleven Interior Design was born. The studio, 
which now consists of a team of four, is renowned for its striking interiors that combines design and vintage elements. This 
fusion results in a unique expression and reflection of the innate beauty that well-conceived design brings to every facet of life.

MICHELLE JAGER IN SHORT
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